
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Soroptimist Sisters,

It gives me great pleasure to 

address you through this 

newsletter, as we celebrate the 

dedication of SIBC in educating, 

enabling and empowering women. 

Over the past year, our programs 

and initiatives have touched the 

lives of countless girls and women, 

providing them opportunities for 

education and skill development, 

healthcare and many more. 

Remarkable progress has been 

made towards the achievement of 

SDGs with celebration of UN days 

spreading awareness and initiating 

action towards their achievement. 

Thank you once again for your 

unwavering commitment and 

dedication. I am honored to serve 

as SIBC President and look forward 

to witnessing the impact we will 

continue to make together.

Namrata Saxena

President
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

Hello there,

In this newsletter, we bring you 

the highlights of SI Bombay 

Chembur’s pursuits and 

endeavors in the year 2022-23.

The year witnessed our club 

reaching the milestone of 

completing 25 years of service in 

Soroptimism. This occasion was 

celebrated in October with pomp 

and pageantry, a few glimpses of 

which are included here. The 

enthusiasm continued for us to 

carry out our flagship projects and 

new ones. We anchored various 

UN days to create awareness, 

educating about rights and issues, 

and inspiring action among the 

young people. The newsletter 

carries a brief snapshot of these 

activities. 

Happy Reading!

Smita Dalvi  

Communication
Officer
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SoroFesta

The Silver Jubilee celebrations of Soroptimist International of Bombay-Chembur was
held on 15th October, 2022 at the Illusions Banquet Hall at Acres Club, Mumbai.
Soroptimists from clubs various clubs across India joined in the celebrations –
SI Bombay North, SI Bombay West, SI Bangalore, SI Calcutta, SI Pune Metro East.
We extend our deepest gratitude to them for being a part of the celebrations.
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Visit of SIGBI President and Program Director

SI Bombay Chembur hosted President Cathy Cottridge 
and Program Director Lindsay Green from Soroptimist 
International of Great Britain and Ireland ( SIGBI ) on the 
Mumbai leg (18-20 February, 2023) of their India visit. 
Their programme included meeting the clubs, project 
presentations, fellowship lunch and dinner and outings. 
A few beneficiaries of SIBC’s adult literacy drive were also 
invited to interact with Cathy and Lindsay.
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Soroptimist Excellence Award 2023

conferred on Ms Swathi Mukherjee

On the International women’s Day, Soroptimist Excellence 
Award 2023 was conferred on 
Ms Swathi Mukherjee, Managing Trustee, Vatsalya
Foundation, an NGO which is a pioneering organization that 
works with street children in the city, through its 
multidimensional approach of outreach, child- to-child 
contact, support centers and open shelter home among 
others.

The award carries a citation, a trophy and a donation by SIBC 
to the foundation.
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SDGs Served through 
Programme Action
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The Power of a Second Chance:
Adult Literacy

Under the banner of our flagship programme, 
“Power of a Second Chance”, this year, SI 
Bombay Chembur identified the need of 
spreading computer literacy to those women 
who did not have an access to formal education. 
A 3-week course on Computer Literacy & Skills 
was devised and offered in May 2023.

Women living in slum communities in Chembur 
were the beneficiaries. They were taught basics 
of MS Office, usage of the internet and how to 
be safe from cybercrime. Our member Ms. 
Preeti Pawar (President Elect) co-ordinated the 
course with the help of IT staff at Chembur 
English High School.
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English for Specific Purposes

SIBC in collaboration with 
Mahatma Education Society’s 
Pillai HOC College of Arts, Science 
& Commerce, Rasayani organised
the ‘English for Specific Purposes 
Workshop’ for the Students at 
Pillai Skill Development Institute 
from 22nd February 2023 to 3rd 
March 2023. 

The objective of the programme is 
to enhance language and 
communication skills of the 
participants. 

.

During the valedictory 
function, the particpants
showcased their English 
speaking skills by making short 
introductions and presenting 
skits about different states of 
India. Our founding President 
Dr. Daphne Pillai addressed 
the participants and presented 
the certificates. 

Various topics of spoken 
language were covered in the 
training: Formal and Informal 
Greetings, Conversations, word 
games, and Role plays, story-
tellling. Tips for grooming and 
effective body language were 
also shared. The students were 
given many exercises and 
practice sessions to improve 
their self-confidence.
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16 Days of Activism 2022

The 16 Days of Activism for no 
Violence against Women and 
Children Campaign (25 November 
to 10 December) was observed by 
SIBC with great enthusiasm and a 
sense of purpose. 
Our focus has always been 
primarily on education. 

We believe that the first step 
towards putting an end to gender 
based violence is raising awareness 
among girls and women about 
their rights and prevailing legal 
system within which they can seek 
protection and resolution. 

Some highlights are as follows:

Advocate Ujwala Kadrekar
spoke to B.Ed. students of Pillai 
College of Education and 
Research, Chembur.  
Dr. Karuna Malviya, an expert 
in criminal law and gender 
justice to speak to the class IV 
women employees of Pillai 
Campus, Panvel. 
Adv. Rajashree Damle spoke to 
Night Degree college students 
on legal rights of women.
a 2-day workshop for the girls of 
Mahatma Junior College of 
education, Chembur. 

With this in mind, we organised
separate sessions in which 
invited experts provided 
detailed guidance to women. 
topics of domestic violence, 
sexual harassment at workplace, 
protection of children against 
sexual offences etc.

Stree Mukti Sanghatana and 
individual lawyers were partners 
in the project.
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SI Bombay Chembur in association with NGO, Don Bosco's Nerul helped two women entrepreneurs 
from  marginalised communities by giving them financial aid for their businesses. After a need 
assessment and interview with a few women of the Don Bosco Skill Development Course, Rajeshwari 
Lalmani and Amina Mustaq Sayed were chosen and given financial aid of ₹ 5,000/- ( each towards 
helping build their small businesses of opening vegetables stalls. This initiative will help these women 
start and grow their businesses, eventually aiding them in their journey to financial independence. SIBC 
will continue to support and mentor them through this process. 
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ADARSH: Village Adoption Project

SIBC members visited their adopted village, Warmali for a talk on gender violence for the village 
women.  Biscuits, colour boxes and books were distributed to the children of the village and 
discussions were had with the women about the issue of lack of water source in the village.
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Miscellaneous

Bharat Nutrition Week

SI Bombay Chembur celebrated 
the ‘Bharat Nutrition Week – 01 to 
07 September’ along with with
Edukidz International chain of 
preschools, to reinforce the values 
of healthy eating habits among 
kids

Project Sashakt

Soroptimist International 
Bombay Chembur in 
collaboration with Stree Mukti 
Sanghatana conducted a 2-day 
workshop in December, for the 
girls of Mahatma Junior College 
of education, Chembur. The 
workshop covered topics on 
rights, sexuality and gender 
equality. 

Awareness on Narcotics and 
Drug Abuse

SI Bombay Chembur and 
Chembur English High School 
with Chembur Police Station
conducted an awareness session 
on narcotics and drug abuse for 
the students in the age group of 
14 to 16 years. 

Medical Testing Camp

SIBC in collaboration with the Women Development Cell of Pillai 
College of Architecture conducted a testing camp for measuring the
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Blanket Collection and Distribution Drive 2022-23

SIBC distributed around 250 blankets and 3 boxes of warm clothes to street 
dwellers in Navi Mumbai in January 2023. This was much needed with 
temperatures dropping in Mumbai. 500 biscuit packets were also distributed 
among children living on the street. 

random blood sugar, 
hemoglobin levels and 
bone density of female 
students and staff of Pillai 
Campus. Dr. Kirti 
Samudra (M.D. Physician 
and Diabetologist) along 
with her lab technicians 
tested and counselled 
206 girls and women.



Jumble Sale
Our most awaited fundraiser, the annual Jumble Sale was back with a bang after 3 
years at Chembur English High School and K.M. Vasudevan Pillai Campus Panvel 
on 7th and 13th October respectively.

Old Newspapers Drive

Members conducted a Raddi 
collection drive at Raheja 
Acropolis, Chembur to be sold to a 
recycler. Another fund-raiser with 
an environmental consciousness
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Fundraising



Celebration of UN Days: 
2022-23

SI Bombay Chembur observed the following 
UN Days in collaboration with various 
schools and colleges in different campuses 
of Mahatma Education Society

❑ World Environment Day

❑ International Day of Yoga

❑ International Literacy Day 

❑ World Mental Health Day

❑ ‘Fistful of Grains’ - International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty and World Food Day

❑ World Science Day for Peace and Development

❑ World Toilet Day

❑ International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women

❑ World Cancer Day

❑ International Day for Women and Girls in Science 

❑ International Women’s Day
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Member Achievements

Dr. Daphne Pillai was presented 
with a ‘Roll of Honour’ by SIBC 
members for contribution as an 
educationist and her exemplary 
services in Soroptimism.

She also received a patent for ‘New 
Methods of Education to Meet Post-
Covid Requirements’, from German 
Patent and Trademark  Office 
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Dr. Reni Francis was 
presented the award 
for Best Principal by 
Icons of India on the 
occasion of Intl. 
Women’s Day-2023. 

Ms. Yvette Lee was 
elected as 
Communication 
Officer on the NASI 
Board for the term 
2022-2024. In her 
tenure, she is bringing 
in a fresh energy to 
the post.

Ms. Preeti Pawar 
received the Shiksha 
Gaurav Puraskar at 
the 4th National 
EduLeaders Summit 
held at NESCO 
Compound, 
Goregaon.She also published a book on Gender Equity 

and Equality Awareness.
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Did You Know?

Tarabai Shinde (1850-1910)  is credited with 

creating the first piece of feminist literature 

in Marathi. She came from a high caste 

family and was educated at home by her 

father. She worked with Savitribai Phule to 

improve the life and circumstances of lower 

classes. She gave voice to the terrible 

punishment meted out to young Brahmin 

widows, who, with no males to protect 

them, were prey to abuse from male 

relatives and often became pregnant. She 

wrote on this in a diatribe titled, ‘Stree 

Purush Tulana’ or ‘A Comparison Between 

Women and Men’ in 1882. 

Source: 

'Changemakers - The Extraordinary Lives of Ordinary Women in the Bombay 

Presidency’ -- exhibition at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya 

(CSMVS)


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23

